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Sheriff Announces Bid 
for Second Term

by Ruth Leubecker
Challenged by diminishing 

dollars and mounting crimes 
related to drugs, Washington 
County Sheriff Donnie Smith 
has nonetheless declared his in-
tentions to run again in 2010.

“I’m proud of what we’ve 
done and continue to do in this 
department,” said Smith last 
week. “In 2008 this offi ce had 
the highest clearance rate of 
crimes of any sheriff’s depart-
ment in the state, and we don’t 
even have a detective. And 
Troop J (Maine State Police, 
covering Washington and Han-
cock Counties), minus a troop 
detective, had the third highest 
in the state. And we’ve saved 
over $40,000 in overtime cover-
ing each other’s shifts.”

Smith who became Wash-
ington County’s top law en-
forcement offi cer following a 
hotly contested race in the last 
election, easily defeated Repub-
lican Rodney Merritt and Dem-
ocrat George Bunker. A former 
Marine who served in Vietnam 
and earned two Purple Hearts, 
Smith has over 15 years in law 
enforcement. But the past three, 

beginning with a hard-fought 
and often down-and-dirty cam-
paign, have been challenging. 

Since winning offi ce as an 
independent, the issues have 
been daunting, many inherited, 
and many remaining unresolved. 
Missing guns, stolen jewelry, 
and a growing drug problem 
that regularly spurs other related 
crime, plague his offi ce. “The 
lost and unaccounted-for guns 
are still in the hands of the attor-
ney general,” says Smith. “The 
issue is three years old. We’d 
like to return some of these fi re-
arms, but the AG’s offi ce is still 
investigating.”

Doing well fi nancially – as 
he has by any yardstick – does 
not have its own just reward, es-
pecially in these times. “A mis-
take in calculations” has cost 
him his part-time money, result-
ing in the county paring his bud-
get by $28,000. “It doesn’t mat-
ter except that it cuts services,” 
he explains. Smith has $5,000 
in his part-time budget, com-
pared to the previous sheriff’s 
$68,000. 

“We’ve added two full-tim-

Fox Features a Wreathing Success Story
by Ruth Leubecker

Whitney Originals, a stand-
out success in Washington Coun-
ty, last week was featured by Fox 
News as a sterling example of a 
small business growing despite a 
tough economy. 

When Fox called Whitney 
10 days ago it was to say their 
“brain room” had found him 
after a web search to research 
seasonal companies that were 
fl ourishing in a dismal busi-
ness climate. “They asked if 
they could come do a segment 
on seasonal employment,” says 

Whitney. “They spent two days 
fi lming in the Tool Shed, Rite-
Aid and the old Nissan building. 
We were on live three or four 
times.”

Whitney’s Tool Shed, the old 
Rite-Aid and the Nissan build-
ing in the Machias Industrial 
Park are the only three shipping 
facilities for Whitney’s wreaths 
and centerpieces. His other sites 
are maintained for making and 
decorating product.

Following the scheduled 
work segment, Fox broadcast 
live at Whitney’s Christmas par-

ty. “Every year on a weekly ba-
sis we sit down and have dinner 
together. Pizza, spaghetti, what-
ever the employees want,” says 
Whitney. “But this year was a 
diffi cult year. So much planning, 
expansion, the lawsuit going on. 
So we cut out those meals. And I 
thought, why not take that mon-
ey that went to those lunches and 
use it for a dinner?”

All employees were invited 
to the Pellon Center for a steak 
and lobster dinner on December 
4. Each year employees also re-

David Whitney being interviewed by Molly Line of  The Fox News Channel Boston Bureau.
                      Lynda Caron photo

DECH Passes 
Deadline Early

by Ruth Leubecker
Following months of ongo-

ing investigation and an offi cial 
extension, Down East Com-
munity Hospital has satisfi ed a 
lengthy list of government-man-
dated operating defi ciencies.

“We’re back. The commu-
nity deserves a great hospital 
and that’s what they’re going to 
get,” said a jubilant Doug Jones 
on Friday. “It’s like an early 
Christmas present.”

Jones, interim CEO since 
July, has continually faced 
a myriad of problems and a 
troubled community demand-
ing accountability. Inheriting a 
management crisis, dwindling 
admissions numbers, quality-
care issues and faltering fi nanc-
es, Jones’ main goal for fi ve 

months has remained striving 
to satisfy the latest Statement of 
Defi ciencies as outlined by the 
Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services. 

The 46-page document 
focused on four conditions of 
participation: organizational 
structure, medical records, 
emergency services and quality 
of care issues. Nursing restraint 
education, physician assess-
ments, rhythm strip documen-
tation, and cardiac monitoring 
were among the explicit enu-
merations lacking at DECH, 
presumably now corrected. But 
because the hospital remains 
without a functioning board, 
many have questioned how the 
facility can pass in the area of 

Memorial for Lost Fishermen
by Christine Laurel

“It’s been happening for 
hundreds of years,” notes Wan-
da Corey of the many fi shermen 
whose lives have been lost in 
the coastal waters of Washing-
ton County.  “I think it’s time for 
us to erect some sort of memo-
rial.”

The Town of Lubec agrees 
and a memorial committee has 
been formed to undertake the 
project.  Corey sits on the com-
mittee, along with her sister 
Shelly Tinker, Jonathan Mc-
Clure, David Phinney, David 
Cline and others.  

In fact it was Cline and his 
family who fi rst approached 
the town with the idea of the 
memorial honoring lost fi sher-
men.  Cline lost his son, Dar-

rel, in the recent tragedy of the 
Bottom Basher, a Lubec Sea Ur-
chin dragger that went down in 
October, also taking the lives of 
two others still missing – Nor-
man Johnson and Joseph Jones.  
In response, the Town of Lubec 
has been accepting donations to-
ward the memorial in the name 
of Darrel Cline.  

But the idea has now ex-
panded to incorporate all those 
whose lives have been lost in 
the waters, not just off Lubec’s 
coastline, but in the coastal wa-
ters of all of Washington County 
and the neighboring Canadian 
county of Charlotte as well, in 
an international effort to recog-
nize the sacrifi ce these fi shing 
communities have made to sus-

DECH CEO Doug Jones presents plaque to Leona MacBride and 
Wilma Ingalls and tells them that the Auxiliary Gift Shop is dedi-
cated in their honor (from left, Doug Jones, CEO, Wilma Ingalls, 
Leona MacBride).        DECH photo

A Surprise Dedication Takes Place 
at Light A Life 

Down East Community 
Hospital’s annual “Light A Life” 
celebration took place on Thurs-
day, December 3 with an esti-
mated 200 community members 
in attendance.  

This year, Down East Com-
munity Hospital honored the 

years of dedicated service of 
Leona MacBride and Wilma 
Ingalls to the DECH Auxil-
iary and to the hospital.  Leona 
(Noni) and Wilma (Billie) deliv-
ered classy renditions of their 
years connected with our hos-
pital.  The audience was riveted 

as they spoke.  Noni and Billie 
were deeply touched to be hon-
ored at Light A Life and by the 
standing ovations that followed 
each of their speeches.  

Doug Jones had one more 
gift to bestow on the honorees.  
He presented them with a plaque 
that read “In honor of Leona 
MacBride and Wilma Ingalls,” 
and he went on to explain that 
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